Comparison of the dermatoglyphic characteristics of women with and without breast cancer.
To compare the dermatoglyphic characteristics of women with and without breast cancer. Case-control study. One hundred and thirty women=130 women with histopathologically confirmed breast cancer (case group) were compared with 127 women in the same age group but without breast cancer (control group). Fingerprints of the two groups were compared in terms of whorl, loop and arch patterns. The loop pattern was most common in both groups [68 women (52.3%) in the case group and 58 women (45.7%) in the control group], followed by the whorl pattern [60 women (46.2%) in the case group and 64 women (50.4%) in the control group]; the difference was not significant (p=0.337). The number of whorl patterns and the breakdown by classification group did not differ significantly between the two groups. In addition, no significant difference was found in the dermatologlyphic patterns of the women with breast cancer with and without a family history of breast cancer. No difference was found in the dermatoglyphic characteristics of women with and without breast cancer. As such, this does not appear to be an effective screening method for women at risk for breast cancer.